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November—December 2016 
 

 
 

You are cordially invited  
 

 Annual Holiday Tea 

 Sunday, December 11, 2016, 3:00 pm- 5:00 pm 

Oak Ridge First Presbyterian Church Activities Building, Room 102 

 

 As is our AAUW tradition, this is a Holiday "Green" Tea. Baskets representing our three major 

funds will be available to receive contributions. 
  

The Local Education Projects Fund supports (1) Our Roane State Commu-
nity College Projects including scholarships for deserving non-traditional 
women students and a plaque commemorating the AAUW Education Award 
winner on Awards Night; (2) Our donation of books to the Oak Ridge High 
School Library during Women's History Month; and (3) Our donation of maga-
zine subscriptions to Girls Inc. 
  
The AAUW Educational Opportunities Fund provides higher education fel-
lowships, scholarships, and grants awarded nationally to assist women in the 
pursuit of their education and careers. Since 1959, our Branch has made an-
nual contributions to this fund (formerly the AAUW Educational Foundation). 
Contributions to the Education Opportunities Fund are tax deductible. 
  
Our local Operating Fund covers expenses for the Yearbook, the meeting lo-
cation, the web page, the newsletter, and travel to conferences. Donations to 
this fund help us avoid local dues increases. 
  

Holiday Tea attendees may also bring items for ADFAC (Aid to Distressed Families of Appala-
chian Counties). Most needed are items not covered by food stamps such as toiletries and basic 
personal hygiene items, shampoo, deodorant, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, toilet pa-
per, paper towels, diapers, and laundry detergent. 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw.org
http://www.discoveret.org/aauwtn/
http://aauw-tn.aauw.net
http://www.aauw.org/
http://oakridge-tn.aauw.net
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     Notes From 
    The President 
            
 
I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season. 
Enjoy your time with family and friends.  Be thank-
ful for your blessings. 
 

This year is the 90th anniversary of Tennessee 
AAUW. The state Board has asked that members 
consider contributing $90 to the state AAUW in 
honor of this anniversary.  
 

The state nominating committee is seeking a nomi-
nee from East Tennessee as President-elect of 
Tennessee AAUW for 2017-2018 and then to serve 
as President in 2018-2019.  
 

For those who have not heard, our chief executive 
director Linda Hallman retired during the  summer 
and national is seeking her replacement and have 
hired a firm to conduct a nationwide search.  
AAUW hopes to announce the new director at the 
national convention in June. Early registration for 
the convention is already open. 
 

Please plan to attend our Green Tea on December 

11. This is our fundraising event to help finance our 

Roane State Scholarships as well as other items 

such as the Women’s History books we donate to 

Oak Ridge High School. See the article elsewhere 

in this newsletter. 

  —Peggy Emmett 

 
Fundraising Items for Sale 

At Holiday Green Tea 
 

White House Christmas Ornaments, $35, 
proceeds for Local Scholarship Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Official 2016 White House Christmas or-
nament honors the administration of Herbert 
Hoover, who served as the 31st president of 
the United States from 1929 to 1933. It is in-
spired by the fire trucks that responded to the 
1929 Christmas Eve fire at the White House 
and the toy engines presented to children by 
the Hoovers the following Christmas. The or-
nament is crafted from shiny brass plated 
with nickel and 24-karat gold, and the engine 
carries a Christmas tree for delivery to the 
White House.  
 
This year’s design was created by  Kayla 
Whelan, a student at Montserrat College of 
Art in Beverly, Massachusetts. 
  
 
2017 Calendars, $5, proceeds for Local 
Scholarship Fund. This is the perfect calen-
dar for keeping track of AAUW events, ap-
pointments, birthdays, etc. Thanks to Karen 
Fuhrman for getting these calendars printed 
especially for AAUW Oak Ridge Branch. 
 
  
 
 
 

New Booklet:  Since the September 26 AAUW 
Program, given by Shira McWaters, Public Works 
Director for Oak Ridge, a booklet has been pub-
lished called “Nothing But Rain Down the Storm 
Drain, a Homeowner’s Guide to Healthy Water.” 
Copies of this will be available at the Holiday Tea 
and the January General Meeting. Here are links 
to the Public Works website. 
http://www.oakridgetn.gov/department/
PublicWorks/Home 
  
http://stormwater.oakridgetn.gov/ 

http://www.oakridgetn.gov/department/PublicWorks/Home
http://www.oakridgetn.gov/department/PublicWorks/Home
http://stormwater.oakridgetn.gov/
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Upcoming Events 
 

December 11: AAUW Holiday Green Tea, Oak Ridge First Presbyterian Church, 3:00-5:00 pm 
 

March 2017: Women’s History Month 
 

March 2017: Women’s Lobby Day on the Hill, Nashville (date and time TBA) 
 

March 31-April 1, 2017: AAUW State Board Meeting, AAUW Tennessee Convention and Annual Business 
Meeting, hosted by Memphis Branch (time and place TBA) 
 

June 14-17, 2017: AAUW National Convention, Washington, DC 

               
                Pat Pierce Attends  
      Equality Conference in China 
 

Pat Pierce, retired Vanderbilt University administra-
tor was invited to attend and make a presentation at 
the Shanghai Women’s Federation conference, the 
International Forum for Women’s Development--
International Conference on Gender Equality and 
Corporate Social Responsibility, in Shanghai, China 
on October 20-22, 2016. The title of her presentation 
was “Barriers Facing Working Women,” a topic she 
researched not only in the U.S. but in other countries 
throughout the world. She addressed four main bar-
riers women worldwide face in their workplace:  pay 

equity issues, subjection to inappropriate and harassing behavior, family status issues, and attitudes 
and bias that create a glass ceiling for promotions. 
 

The Shanghai Women’s Federation initiated “Women’s Development” conferences in 1998 to provide 
a forum for “discussing heated issues from the gender perspectives on economic, social, and cultural 
development among politicians, professionals, women and media workers to seek solutions to the pro-
found challenges to facilitate women’s progress.” Speakers are selected from workshop proposals 
from China and around the world for their relevance to the conference topic. Pierce was selected 
based on her proposal and extensive international experience studying and speaking on gender equity 
issues. 
 

Over 300 individuals from China and other countries attended the event, including senior officials from 
UN Women, leaders from All China Women’s Federation, Shanghai city government officials, trade 
associations, business representatives, NGO and foundation representatives, and leading experts on 
gender equality. 
 

After the conference concluded, Pierce and colleagues Andrea Conner, Martha Mertz, and Sarah 
Jennings from ATHENA International, which is located in Chicago, met with young women from the 
World Academy for Future Women, members of the American and British Chambers of Commerce in 
Shanghai, and the CEO and women leaders at AIG in Shanghai to discuss the ATHENA Leadership 
Model and how women make a difference in the workplace and in the lives of others in their home and 
community. 
 

Pierce’s credentials include a number of Nashville and Tennessee boards and committees as well as 
three national boards and one international board which are Vision 2020 National Delegate, National 
Women’s History Project, and ATHENA International. She is a member of AAUW Oak Ridge Branch. 


